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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD CAPE ERIMO 
REF: STATE 194693 

1 . COINCIDENTALLY, SUMPATKUMAR CAME IN FOR ONE OF OUR TALKS 
JUST AFTER WE RECEIVED REFTEL AND I WAS ABLE TO TELL HIM WHAT 

1 KNEW ABOUT THE CAPE ERIMO REFUGEES AND THE GOS RESPONSE. 
HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH HIS 
ASSISTANT IN SINGAPORE AND SEEMED TO BE FULLY IMFORMED 
ALTHOUGH SOMEWHAT DISCOURAGED BY THE GOS ATTITUDE. HE 
FULLY AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE BAD POLICY TO TRY TO URGE THE 
SHIP ON TO PROT KLANG OR TO APPROACH THE GOM ON THE 
MATTER AS IT WOULD WEAKEN UNHCR’S LEVERAGE WITH BOTH 
GOVERNMENT. HE HAS ALSO DISCOURAGED THE CAPE ERIMO OWNERS 
FROM CONSIDERING TRANSFERRING THE REFUGEES TO ANOTHER 
SHIP BOUND FOR JAPAN OR FOR THIS SHIP TO PROCEED TO 

HONG KONG SINE EITHER OF THESE MANEUVERS WOULD BE UN- 
ACCEPTABLE TO HKG OR GOJ. HE UNDERSTANDS THAT USG CAN- 
NOT GUARANTEE PAROLE FOR REFUGEES BUT FEELS THAT COMBINA- 
TION OF UNHCR APPEAL, POSITIVE US REPSONSE TO THAT APPEAL 
WHICH I READ TO HIM AND OUR EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO 
MOVE QUICKLY ON APPLICATIONS COULD INDUCE GOS TO RELAX 
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AROUND TO IT, EMBASSY SINGAPORE MIGHT WISH TO PASS ON HIS 
VIEWS TO THE LOCAL UNCHR REP FOR USE IN FUTHER APPROACHES 
TO GOS. 

2. SAMPATKUMAR IS GOING TO STAY ON IN HONG KONG FOR ONLY 
A FEW MORE DAYS TO NAIL DOWN HKG POLICY ON FUTURE REFUGEES 
AND THEN WILL RETURN TO SINGAPORE AND KUALA LUMPUR TO 
DEAL WITH CASES THERE, ESPECIALLY THE CAPE ERIMO GROUP. 

HE INTENDS TO SEND AN ASSISTANT HERE LATER IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN UNCHR PRESENCE WHICH HE FEELS, AND I AGREE, IS 
IMPORTANT FOR LONG-RANGE SUCCESS AND AS REINFORCEMENT OF 
THE UNHCR'S APPEAL. 

CROSS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, MARINE TRANSPORTATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 AUG 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976HONGK09238 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760303-0271 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760877/aaaacpli.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ORM 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 194693 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 MAY 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <14 SEP 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ABOARD CAPE ERIMO 
TAGS: SREF, (NGUYEN THI DAU) 

To: SINGAPORE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



